
   
 

        

              

            

 

 

 
September 18, 2020 
 
Dear École Dr. Knox Middle School Families, 
 
We wanted to reach out to our families and once again thank everyone for accommodating all 
of the adjustments that we have had to put in place to follow the COVID-19 safety protocols.  
While our September start-up has not been the same as previous ones, we are so happy to 
have your children in our halls and classrooms again!  We do encourage you to keep connected 
with your student's teachers as we continue our work to establish healthy habits, and to keep 
on top of their learning and their social emotional needs.   
 
There are some changes at school this year that we would like to explain: 
 

 We have semestered our school, in large part, to reduce the interpersonal contact 
between individuals.  This was a big job requiring some timetable changes, and that has 
caused disruption in the schedules for some of our students.  Thank you for your 
patience as we worked through these challenges. 
 

 Our 2020/2021 model has two classes a day, alternating between Day 1 and Day 2.  This 
model helps limit interpersonal contact by reducing the times that students need to be 
in common areas together.  This was an important consideration with more than 900 
students registered for classes this year. 

 

 As per the government's guidelines, classes have been organized into learning groups.  
Grade 7 and 8 students are organized into groups of no more than 60, and grade 9 
students into groups less than 120. 

 

 Students eat lunch, in classrooms, in their learning groups.  We will look to expand 
opportunities to connect at lunch if future COVID protocols allow. We have designed a 
system for class changes utilizing inside and outside spaces that avoids congestion 
within the school. 

 

 Teachers are providing breaks in morning and afternoon classes that allow students to 
connect within their learning groups and have a stretch.  The smoky weather this week 
forced us to limit activities outside, and we are looking forward to having the option to 
get some fresh air during these breaks next week when the weather improves. 
 

 During morning arrival, students have been doing an amazing job following safety 
protocols and wearing masks.  We have noticed that some students are quick to remove 
their masks upon leaving the school doors, and we ask them to wait until they are off 
campus or socially distanced before removing their masks. 

 
We hope all of our families enjoy this upcoming weekend, and we look forward to another 
great week ahead. 
 
Be safe, 
 

 
 
Scott Parker 
Principal 
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